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The short answer is ... for political reasons!

Greenland got a new government on 27 October 2016.
It is less than one month ago.

In the political agreement between three political parties
representing 80 % of the seats in the parliament it says:

The small settlements are the traditional location for our food supply.
The small settlements are an important part of the Greenland society.
The small Settlements are keeping the vast country together.

There must be established local councils in the small settlements.
There must be established a ministry for the small settlements.

The agreement does not explicitly say that no small settlement can be closed,
but it is considered political suicide to hold an opinion like that.

... unfortunately, there is a little bit more to the answer then just this here ...
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Greenland

4,000 years ago the first people
1,000 years ago the first Europeans

Part of The Kingdom of Denmark

Population of 56,000 people
72 inhabited places

Nationalities:
Danish: 98.1 %
Born in Greenland: 90.9 %
Born outside of Gr.: 7.2 %
Iceland: 0.4 %
Thailand: 0.3 %
Philippines: 0.3 %

Three Inuit groups:

Thule Greenlanders 1.5%
East Greenlanders 6.0 %
West Greenlanders 92.5%
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Demographic development
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Settlements
Size 1977 2016
>6.000 17,2 % 31,0 %
3.000-5.999 21,4 % 29,0 %
1.000-2.999 32,2% 21,9 %
<1.000 29,2 % 18,1 %
Amount 1977 2016
>6.000 1 1
3.000-5.999 3 4
1.000-2.999 9 8
<1.000 110 68
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High vulnerability

Demographic development
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Category Category
2 1
Je 1 - /
0 { Py /0
1 & $
>
2 4+ + =
| el
- o
()]
4 = & £
-
5 4 4 L 2
3
@)
6 —
7 o ]
131% 5%
8 5 ] ! I . 1 ' .
13 12 11 10 8 6 2 1
Category Category
4 3

Poor economy

Nordregio, 25 November 2016

© Klaus Georg Hansen

Category
1and 2

37 settlements

92,6 % of the
population

%08
%8

%8
%98

%88
%06
%6

%6
%96

%86

%00T

1977

1979 ]

1981

L

1983

1985

=

1987

1989

1991

1993

1995

1997

1999 ]

2001

2003

2005

2007

LN
L1

2009

2011

2013

2015

=

2017 |
2019
2021
2023
2025
2027
2029
2031 -
2033 -
2035
2037
2039
2041 -
2043 -
2045 -
2047 -
2049

Category
3and 4

35 settlements

7,4 % of the
population

2051 -




Demographic development — the four categories

Population 1977-2016 for the four categories
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Demographic development — the four municipalities

Population in the four municipalities 1977-2016
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Demographic development — size matters
Demographic change 2006-2015
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Demographic development — one example
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Demographic development — what’s next?

Net migration 1996-2015
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Greenland gets no refugees. Most of
the immigrants are Danish citizens.

Net migration of people of foreign
nationality almost zero.

The largest challenge is the
outmigration of a growing number
of people born in Greenland.

A large survey of reasons for people
to move and migrate will be
conducted in the first part of 2017.
The mobility pattern for the
Greenlandic youth will be one of
the focus areas.

Greenlanders in Denmark will be
included in the survey.
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Infrastructure — and the place based economy

GREENLAND GEOLOGY AND SELECTED MINERAL OCCURRENCES
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Infrastructure — sea transport

Royal Arctic Line’s strategy is to connect Greenland
to the global sea transport network system.

This is the first change in the sea transport structure
which was established in the begining of the colonial period.
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Infrastructure — tele communikation
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The extention of the sea cable to
the Disco Bay will take place in 2017.

This will give 2/3 of the population access
to high speed internet connection.
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Infrastructure — airports
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Economy ... one of the major challenges

The economy ... as it is seen by many citizens outside of Nuuk

UANI TAKUSINNAAVAGUT AAP... TASSA NUUK.. \
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06 HER SER VI ALLE DE BLA 06 GRONNE OMRADER... HVAD MED DET LILLE R&DE OMRADE JA... DET ER NUUK... DET ER DER
DET ER DER HVOR GR@NLAND TIENER PENGE... DER, EN ANELSE MOD SYD? GRONLAND BRUGER ALLE PENGENE...
And we see all the blue and green areas ... What is the little red area .... Well ... that is Nuuk ... That is where
That is where Greenland earns money ... there, a little bit to the south? Greenland spends all its money ...
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Five municipalities from 2018 — five regions

— S Bl Ay 5
e~ \w‘\ - Y
o N =
e N . AT
13 ) e
/
— -~
‘e
Dty
v
N

Nordregio, 25 November 2016 © Klaus Georg Hansen

[Ty

16






